Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries in National and International Law
On November 25, 2025, a delimitation agreement for the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) between the Republic of Cyprus and the Republic of Lebanon was signed in Beirut. 
This agreement is the third delimitation agreement signed between Cyprus and neighbouring countries, following the agreements with the Arab Republic of Egypt in 2003 and the State of Israel in 2010. Cyprus has also signed a Framework Agreement with Egypt in 2013 concerning the Development of Cross-Median Line Hydrocarbons Resources, which provides the framework for the joint exploitation of hydrocarbon fields that lie beyond the median line, i.e. fields that straddle the boundaries of both EEZs. A corresponding agreement with Israel has been under negotiation for several years. 
It should be noted that a delimitation agreement with Lebanon had already been signed back in 2007, but it was never ratified by Lebanon and thus did not produce any legal effects. After the historic 2022 delimitation agreement between Lebanon and Israel of their own EEZs, the way was cleared for the realization of what was fundamentally agreed upon back in 2007 with Cyprus. 
Maritime-border delimitation and in particular the delimitation of EEZs is provided for under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982, which was ratified by Cyprus in 1988 by virtue of the Law No. 203/1988. 
Article 56 of UNCLOS provides, among other things, that a coastal state has sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage both living and non-living natural resources in its EEZ; it also has jurisdiction over the establishment artificial islands installations and structures. 
According to Article 57 of UNCLOS, a state’s EEZ shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. Article 74 of UNCLOS stipulates that the delimitation of the EEZ between states with opposite or adjacent coasts shall be effected by agreement on the basis of international law. If no agreement can be reached, the States concerned may resort to the dispute-resolution mechanisms provided under the Convention. 
Cyprus proclaimed its EEZ with the Exclusive Economic Zone Law of 2004 (Law Νο. 64(I)/2004) which was amended in 2014; the amended law is now called the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf Law of 2004 (the Law). Article 3 of the Law proclaims an EEZ ‘the outer limit of which shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured in accordance with the Convention’. The Territorial Sea Law of 1964 (Law 45/1964, amended by Law 95(I)/2014) provides that the territorial sea of the Republic extends up to a breadth of twelve nautical miles from the baselines.
Article 4 of the Law recognizes - in conformity with UNCLOS - the sovereign rights of Cyprus in its EEZ. Under those sovereign rights, no person shall have the right to explore for or exploit the non-living resources, including hydrocarbons, in the EEZ, without a prior license from the Ministry of Energy, as provided in Article 8 of the Law. 
By exercising the sovereign rights recognized by UNCLOS through its national legislation, Cyprus has established since 2004 the legal framework under which any operations in its EEZ,  including hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation, may take place. 
It is fortunate that historically Cypriot governments have worked towards strengthening Cyprus’ sovereign rights at sea, either through the conclusion of international agreements, or by granting licences for exploration in blocks within the Cypriot EEZ and attracting major energy companies interested in exploring and exploiting hydrocarbons offshore Cyprus. 
The achievement of delimitation with Lebanon — which had remained dormant for 18 years — constitutes an important diplomatic success and another milestone in the efforts of Cyprus to legally safeguard its sovereign rights under international law, while promoting good-neighbourly relations with other states. 
This important development, amid a period where the broader region of the Southeastern Mediterranean is — regrettably, quite literally — “on fire,” further strengthens Cyprus’s position as a state that acts based on legality and remains a pillar of stability in the region.
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